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Local Action that becomes Global  
 
In preparing for my Tyskie Zywioły session “Thinking globally, acting locally” at 1230 
on 8 June at Dziki Plaża, Paprocany, I am writing an article and thought I might 
include a draft extract from it. Both the presentation and article are in English. Local 
action by foreigners not competent in the local language is my big challenge! But I 
am hoping to keep SEA-T alive with the help of my younger Polish colleague activists. 
On Friday last week my wife and I drove to Katowice to join the student4climate 
March but ironically, we got stuck for nearly an hour in an horrendous CO2 emitting 
traffic jam and arrive too late! 
 
Fridays for Future’ Student strikes for climate 
https://case4all.wordpress.com/?s=Thunberg 
 
The most spectacular recent example of local action is the strike for climate 
movement. It was started by a 15-year old Swedish secondary school student Greta 
Thunberg who was shocked by the failure of national governments and multi-
national business corporations to recognise or take any action to deal with the 
evident disruption of the world’s climate system by anthropogenetic global warming. 
She left her school every Friday to protest outside the Swedish parliament starting a 
movement now called by young people around the world ‘Fridays for Future’. By 24 
May 2019 students in 125 countries had joined these protests. In Katowice on that 
day around 600 students marched from the Spodek to the Urząd Mięski in solidarity 
with the action that started as a local personal protest and became global – a 
remarkable phenomenon that led to Greta Thunberg being invited to the highest 
levels of international and national organisations including the UN FCCC COP 24 in 
Katowice in November 2018, the EU parliament and the UK parliament. The UK 
government was finally persuaded to declare a climate emergency in part due to 
press coverage that stirred public opinion after her visit and other manifestations 
such as the Extinction Rebellion. 
 
Extinction Rebellion (XR)  
https://case4all.wordpress.com/2018/10/28/extinction-rebellion-in-uk/ 
 
“There is a rich history of nonviolent civil disobedience to draw on, including the civil 
rights movement, Indian independence, or anti-apartheid campaigns. It’s already 
happening in some places, such as fracking protests in Britain at the moment. Scaling 
those actions up to mass disobedience might be the only way to break through the 
apathy and silence”. Jeremy Williams 
 
1) Tell the truth 
The government must tell the truth about the scale of the ecological crisis by 

https://case4all.wordpress.com/?s=Thunberg
https://case4all.wordpress.com/2018/10/28/extinction-rebellion-in-uk/


declaring a climate emergency, “working with other groups and institutions to 
communicate the urgent need for change”. 
2) Zero emissions by 2025 
The UK must drastically cut its greenhouse gas emissions, hitting net zero by 2025. 
3) Citizens’ assembly 
The government must create a citizens’ assembly to hear evidence and devise policy 
to tackle the climate crisis. 
 
Rupert Read, an academic philosopher and a leading spokesperson for XR concludes 
an article as follows:  
 
“the Extinction Rebellion seems to me the most compelling cause of them all. Unless 
we manage to do the near impossible, then after a period of a few decades at most 
there won’t be any other causes to engage with. It really now is as stark and as dark 
as that. If you too feel the call, then I think you now know what to do”. 

A message from 350.org received yesterday 

Last week, climate movement history was made. On Friday, hundreds of thousands 
of students went on strike in over 1600 cities across the globe, to demand bold 
climate action. And in Europe, adults elected a new European Parliament. The results 
of the election bring both hope and alarm. For the first time in the EU’s history, 
climate urgency was a decisive issue for many voters, and boosted progressive and 
green parties. But the power of nationalists and fear mongers rose too. One thing is 
clear: politics-as-usual isn’t cutting it anymore, and now more than ever, it’s our 
moment to be big, bold, and loud in demanding justice for all people and our planet. 
On Friday, the school kids called for *everyone* to join them in a global climate 
strike in September. It's a moment we've been waiting for - and we’re joining! 

David, will you step up and pledge to join young people at the biggest ever week of 
climate strikes starting on Friday, 20 September?  

There is a whole range of local eco-activity now in Upper Silesia “working with other 
groups and institutions to communicate the urgent need for change”.  I hope we in 
Tychy, can learn about them and add support. This is one reason for producing and 

circulating this newsletter to those who can read the English language. Anyone 
wishing to add comments or news items can contact me at d.oldroyd72@gmail.com 

       
David Oldroyd. 
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