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The Tychy and Global Strikes for climate: Report from Sebastian Stokłosa 
The Tychy event 
In Tychy about 200 people joined the protest that was held on Friday for Future 20 
September at 1400 hours by the giraffe monument. The strike was organised by 
Młodzieżowy Strajk Klimatyczny (MSK) w Tychach. It lasted for about 1-1,5 hours. First, there 
was a welcome speech by Angelika Friedrich followed by speech about the values of MSK by 
Sebastian Stokłosa. The speech included the need to ensure a fair transformation for 
workers and businesses to different ways of working as society and the economy make the 
necessary changes required to reverse the emission of CO2. A petition addressed to the 
president of Tychy was read out and a special guest, the Silesia coordinator for the global 
strike Małgorzata Czachowska, was introduced. 
What happened elsewhere in Poland? 
In the whole of Poland there were strikes for climate in about 70 cities. The strikers were 
active in every big city and in most of the smaller cities. They involved a huge number of 
people: in Katowice for example, there about 2 000 people took part! 
How did the Polish press & media report the global protest event? 
Even before the strike started it received a large amount of coverage in the Polish media and 
in general there was very good response. The only criticism came from ultra right-wing 
media, but the “arguments" that they used against the strikers seemed unable to convince 
even more moderate people with conservative values. 
What did Sebastian say in his speech? 
My speech was about the importance of ensuring a fair transformation in coal related sectors 
of our economy. In Poland there are 80000 miners which is the equivalent of 62% of all 
Tychy's citizens, a very significant number of people. It would not be fair if we would just 
threw them out from their jobs without ensuring their security and that of those who depend 
on them. MSK has a plan for it. How can we can make fair transformation? Give young 
miners the opportunity to re-skill for work in a new sector, for example, in nuclear or 
renewable sources of energy production. Poland needs well-trained people in OZE (renewable 
sources of energy) and in nuclear energy. What about people who have few years to 
retirement? Let them work on a reduced scale for a few more years by delaying the 
immediate closure of all coal mines. They would then have earned their retirement and we 
will be free from coal in around 10 years. Sounds great and fair, right?  
 
How big was the global strike for climate on 20 September – 4 million people in over 2,500 
events scheduled in over 163 countries on all seven continents 
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/9/20/20876143/climate-
strike-2019-september-20-crowd-estimate 
 
UN Climate Action Summit – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAJsdgTPJpU 
16-year old Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg angrily chastised world leaders Monday, 
Sep. 23, for failing younger generations by not taking sufficient steps to stop climate change. 
"You have stolen my childhood and my dreams with your empty words," Thunberg said at 
the United Nations Climate Action Summit in New York. "You're failing us, but young people 
are starting to understand your betrayal. The eyes of all future generations are upon you. 
And if you choose to fail us, I say we will never forgive you," she added. She and other youth 
activists led international climate strikes on Friday in an attempt to raise awareness ahead of 
the UN's meeting of political and business leaders. 
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