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What action are countries around the world taking to combat climate change? 
 
Since 2014 a UNFCCC on-line site or ‘portal’ has been compiling information about action to 
diminish carbon footprints of nations around the world. Over 80 actions are identified in 
Poland. The portal plays an important role in showcasing the climate commitments that are 
taking place around the world and across all sectors of society and, by celebrating the 
progress in climate action, it encourages more ambition and engagement from a wide range 
of actors relating to the UN Climate Action Summit in New York, the UN Climate Change 
Conference COP25 and beyond. See: 
https://unfccc.int/news/re-energised-global-climate-action-portal-features-country-pages 
 
EU Commitment to Climate Change and UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
 
In contrast with other world leaders, incoming European Union Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen is committed to achieving a climate neutral EU by 2050.  
https://meta.eeb.org/2019/09/26/a-week-in-which-the-world-warmed-to-change/ 
Millions were mobilised worldwide on Friday, with reports suggesting that it was the largest 
climate protest in history. Protests took place in an estimated 185 countries, with the largest 
number of protesters reported in Germany, where 1.4 million people joined marches in 
different parts of the country… In Brussels, Belgium, which has been the scene of sustained 
protest for months with the largest climate demonstration drawing 70,000 in January, an 
estimated 15,000 people marched through the Belgian and EU capital. The Brussels march 
was spearheaded by the Belgian chapter of Fridays for Future, with the European 
Environmental Bureau (EEB) as a co-organiser on behalf of SDG Watch Europe. “We need to 
put pressure on our politicians to do something about the climate crisis,” Anuna De Wever, 
the Belgian youth climate activist, said “They need to show ambition and they need to show 
courage. We need system change.” 

To mark the fourth anniversary of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, an SDG Summit 
was hosted by the United Nations in New York. “Half the wealth around the world is held by 
people who could fit around a conference table, and, at the current pace, almost 500 million 
people could remain in extreme poverty by 2030,” noted UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres. “We must step up our efforts. Now.”  Despite progress in some areas, Europe, like 
most of the world, is way behind on its implementation of the SDGs, both at home and 
abroad, as reflected in the widening inequalities within Europe and in how the EU exports 
misery to other parts of the world. To convince policymakers and politicians of the 
importance of championing not only the climate crisis but also of pursuing the holistic 
approach to the environmental, economic and social challenges facing us represented by the 
SDGs, the EEB and its Make Europe Sustainable for All (MESA) partners organised events and 
actions across the EU. 

European Environmental Bureau -  https://meta.eeb.org/about/ 
Europe’s largest network of environmental citizens’ organisations. We bring together 
around 150 civil society organisations from more than 30 European countries. We 
stand for sustainable development, environmental justice & participatory democracy. 

http://www.cas4all.wordpress.com/
https://climateaction.unfccc.int/
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/un-climate-summit-2019.shtml
https://unfccc.int/Santiago
https://unfccc.int/news/re-energised-global-climate-action-portal-features-country-pages
https://meta.eeb.org/2019/09/26/a-week-in-which-the-world-warmed-to-change/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/sep/21/across-the-globe-millions-join-biggest-climate-protest-ever
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/sep/21/across-the-globe-millions-join-biggest-climate-protest-ever
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/heute/fazit-fridays-for-future-und-beschluesse-klimakabinett-100.html
https://www.euronews.com/2019/01/27/over-70-000-march-for-the-climate-in-brussels
https://www.demorgen.be/nieuws/15-000-betogers-voor-het-klimaat-dankzij-of-ondanks-de-gewenning~be404ebb/?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.sdgwatcheurope.org/
https://meta.eeb.org/2019/06/19/europes-deepening-inequalities-are-leaving-too-many-behind/
https://meta.eeb.org/2019/09/11/exporting-misery-who-pays-the-price-for-europes-affluence/
https://meta.eeb.org/2019/09/11/exporting-misery-who-pays-the-price-for-europes-affluence/
https://makeeuropesustainableforall.org/
https://meta.eeb.org/about/


 
Brussels, on the Global Strike for Climate Day , 20 September 2019  

https://globalclimatestrike.net/europe-on-strike-
wrapup/?akid=99563.194491.IikyGp&rd=1&t=8&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit 

Young people’s complaint to the UN - https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org/ 

Greta Thunberg on 25 September joined 15 other children from around the world to 
submit a complaint – or “communication” – to the UN Committee on the Rights of 
the Child. They targeted Argentina, Brazil, France, Germany and Turkey. They allege 
these countries are: recklessly causing and perpetuating life-threatening climate 
change [and] have failed to take necessary preventive and precautionary measures 
to respect, protect, and fulfill the petitioners’ rights. In particular, the communication 
alleges the petitioners’ rights to life, health, and culture have been violated. 

Sudden acceleration of global warming - 
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/365/6459/eaaw6974 
 
The impacts of climate breakdown are accelerating. The planet has warmed by 1.1°C 
since 1850-79, but 0.2°C of this warming happened between 2011 and 2015 alone. 
The last four years were the warmest in the global temperature record. 

 
IPCC Report on the Oceans and Cryosphere [ice] 25 Sept. 2019 - 
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/3/2019/09/SROCC_PressRelease_EN.pdf 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3csy7k7 
 
 

https://globalclimatestrike.net/europe-on-strike-wrapup/?akid=99563.194491.IikyGp&rd=1&t=8&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit
https://globalclimatestrike.net/europe-on-strike-wrapup/?akid=99563.194491.IikyGp&rd=1&t=8&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit
https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org/
https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019.09.23-CRC-communication-Sacchi-et-al-v.-Argentina-et-al.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/Membership.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/Membership.aspx
https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019.09.23-CRC-communication-Sacchi-et-al-v.-Argentina-et-al-2.pdf
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/365/6459/eaaw6974
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-14828-5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-14828-5
http://ane4bf-datap1.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/wmocms/s3fs-public/ckeditor/files/Five_year_report_2015-2019_0.pdf?4M6Z45W4mlGplwRxbJnQrgi08Ssq5LXe
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/daf3c1527c528609c379f3c08/files/82234023-0318-408a-9905-5f84bbb04eee/Climate_Statement_2018.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/3/2019/09/SROCC_PressRelease_EN.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3csy7k7

