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Should SUV’s be banned from our cities and towns? 

In Germany protesters in Berlin and 
Frankfurt believe that they should . 
Statistically less safe than regular 
cars and with higher CO2 emissions, 

campaigners argue the heavily-marketed cars 
have no place in urban areas. A person is 11% 
more likely to die in a crash inside an SUV than a 
regular saloon. Studies show they lull drivers 
into a false sense of security, encouraging them 
to take greater risks. Their height makes 
them twice as likely to roll in crashes and twice as likely to kill pedestrians by 
inflicting greater upper body and head injuries, as opposed to lower limb injuries 
which people have a greater chance of surviving. Transport, primarily road transport, 
is responsible for 27% of Europe’s carbon emissions. - Guardian 14 Oct.  
 
XR protests banned in London 

Police on Monday October 14 banned Extinction 
Rebellion protests from continuing anywhere in 
London, as they moved in almost without warning 
to clear protesters who remained at the 
movement’s camp in Trafalgar Square. The 
protests, which began 7 October and were due to 
last two weeks, have resulted in more than 1,400 
arrests. Deputy Assistant Commissioner Laurence 

Taylor said the ban had been imposed due to breaches of the Public Order Act and 
"ongoing serious disruption to the community." Last week, the Home Office 
confirmed to BBC News that it was reviewing police powers around protests in 
response to recent demonstrations. 
 
Hundreds of temperature records broken over summer 
Almost 400 all-time high temperatures were set in the northern hemisphere over the 
summer, according to an analysis of temperature records. The records were broken 
in 29 countries for the period from 1 May-30 August this year. See this link: 
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-49753680  
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How much do digital devices, flying and driving contribute to CO2 emissions 
There has been an explosion in high energy computing centres, which are needed to 
sustain the expanding internet, its social media platforms and big data analysis. By 
2022, global data flows will have more than tripled since 2017. As long as fossil fuels 
dominate the global energy mix, expanding these computing centres will accelerate 
climate change. 
Big tech itself uses more and more electricity for server farms and networks 
managing more and more of our activities. A decade or so ago you might have 
watched a DVD and all the juice involved was on your DVD player and TV monitor; 
now we stream our entertainment. A recent report concluded that the share of 
digital technologies in global greenhouse gas emissions has increased by half since 
2013, from 2.5% to 3.7% of global emissions. Use of electricity to drive digital 
technologies is growing exponentially at 9% a year which means doubling in fewer 
than every 6 years.  
The use of electricity for digital tech. is already more than that emitted global 
aviation industry which produces around 2% of all human-induced carbon dioxide 
emissions. Aviation is responsible for 12% of CO2 emissions from all forms of  
transport sources, which is much less than the 74% from road transport. 
Globally, the primary sources of greenhouse gas emissions are electricity and heat 
(31%), agriculture (11%), transportation(15%), forestry (6%) and manufacturing 
(12%). Energy production of all types accounts for 72 percent of all emissions. 

And will Jean-Claude Junker’s successor at the European Council act decisively? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A moving statement on climate impact by a Ugandan girl at the C40 conference 
https://twitter.com/c40cities/status/1182655979550334976?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%
7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fmay
ors-of-94-cities-are-taking-the-green-new-deal-global-as-states-fail-to-act-on-
climate-crisis-125282 
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