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Is the fossil-fuelled ‘Machine World’ causing the 6th mass extinction?  
 

A mass extinction is usually defined 
as a loss of about three quarters of 
all species in existence across the 
entire Earth over a “short” 
geological period of time (anything 
less than 2.8 million years). 
Biologists are still debating how 
much the current extinction rate 
exceeds the background rate. Even 
the most conservative estimates 
reveal an exceptionally rapid loss of 
biodiversity typical of a mass 
extinction event. In fact, some 
studies show that the interacting 
conditions experienced today, such 
as accelerated climate change, 
changing atmospheric composition 
caused by human industry, and 
abnormal ecological stresses arising 
from human consumption of 
resources, define a perfect storm 

for extinctions (fragmentation of habitats, overpopulation, chemical pollution, 
invasive species, over-exploitation of resources in agriculture, hunting and fishing). 
All these conditions together indicate that a sixth mass extinction is already well 
under way.  The Conversation, 12.11.19 
The sad example of the orang-utan 
Christmas-ad-banned This link is to a video about the extinction of the orang-utan 
that lives in tropical forests and whose habitat is being destroyed in order to grow 
palm oil to put in our food products, shampoos, etc. The video is a short advert made 
for the frozen food company Iceland and is narrated by Emma Thompson. The advert 
was banned in the UK because the regulatory authorities judged it to be “too 
political”. Palm oil is big business and the plantations and products make huge 
profits for corporations. How can they be persuaded that natural forests and their 
rare species are important to preserve? When will regulatory agencies that decide 
on what ads are OK see that protecting the Natural World is not political bias?  
https://case4all.wordpress.com/2019/10/10/avoiding-the-first-great-
extermination/ 
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