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A book to buy for Christmas if you have a young friend who can read in English 

Earth Heroes is a collection of 20 short biographies 
of people making a difference to the environment. 
There's a wide variety of ages, from teenage activists 
to senior citizens, a nice mix of household names 
and more unusual characters, and representatives 
from all around the world. 
Each of them gets a ten page or so summary of their 
life and their work, telling their story in outlining 
their achievements in accessible and child-friendly 
language. Greta Thunberg gets the first chapter, Sir 
David Attenborough gets the last chapter. In 
between we read about indigenous activists in 
Australia and in the Arctic. Marina Silva features 
from the forests of Brazil, Chewang Norphel from 
the glaciers of Tibet. There are conservationists, 
plastics campaigners, surfers, politicians and 

entrepreneurs, food waste activists. Jeremy Williams 
 
How fast is the climate changing? 
HERE is a short video presented by David Wallace-Wells on “The Speed of Change”. 
"In 30 years we have brought the planet from a stable situation to the brink of 
catastrophe and now we have the responsibility to secure the future of the Earth, the 
climate, and all of us living on it...That is a drama that we only used to recognize in 
mythology and theology." -- David Wallace-Wells 
 
Climate Justice is a special responsibility in rich countries  
“When the richest nations of the world fail to mitigate their carbon emissions, it is 
the poorest that suffer first. That's the essence of climate justice, and one of several 
reasons why reducing emissions matters in developed countries”. Jeremy Williams, 
2019 THE FULL ARTICLE 
 
How much of the earth’s land or sea would need to be covered in solar panels or 
wind turbines to meet all energy needs? – see this surprisingly encouraging link: 
https://landartgenerator.org/blagi/archives/127  
 
Humanity’s fatal flaw 
“Humanity’s fatal flaw is that we are unable to sacrifice the comforts we currently 
enjoy to avoid future catastrophe”. “We basically have three choices: mitigation, 
adaptation and suffering. We’re going to do some of each. The question is what the 
mix is going to be. The more mitigation we do, the less adaptation will be required 
and the less suffering there will be.” John Holdren, Adviser to Obama, 2007 
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