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Climate Strike in Tychy  

 

On 29 November there was a world-wide climate strike. The day was chosen to coincide with 
Black Friday. There was also strike gathering in Tychy. It wasn't as huge as in September. 
There were about 20 people and it lasted only half an hour. Despite that, many important 
things were said. There were a few speeches, one about acting flexibly and with tolerance of 
national, religious and life-style borders and beliefs. There was also a speech about the 
importance of system changes and why they need to be done before individual changes. 
The organization of the event wasn't perfect - for example the audio was broken, but it's 
easy to understand why, because that day was raining almost all day. We are planning to 
write a new letter to the president of Tychy with signature of MRM (Town Youth Council) to 
stress to him, that climate disruption is a huge and important problem. We hope finally to 
have an opportunity to meet the president of Tychy and to talk with him about declaring a 
climate crisis in Tychy and taking action to mitigate and adapt to the changes that are 
already happening here and around the world.  

Sebastian Stokłosa 
 
What is the point of taking action for a sustainable Spaceship Earth? 

 
The butterfly effect is an idea from complexity 
theory that small actions can contribute to 
much larger changes in unexpected ways. 
Perhaps the small event that Sebastian 
describes above is an example of such a 
potential effect? Look what resulted from 
Greta Thunberg’s individual strike action in 
Stockholm. The butterfly diagram is from the 
Post-Carbon Institute in the USA which is a 
powerful non-governmental organisation that 
engaged in encouraging action towards 

creating a more a resilient world free of carbon emissions. https://www.postcarbon.org/ 

https://case4all.wordpress.com/home/about/examples-of-glocal-action/
https://www.postcarbon.org/


 
Hottest decade since records began = 2010 to 2019 

As the decade comes to a close, the 
world's top climate scientists at the 
World Meteorological Office warned 
this week that policymakers' 
continued failure to curb the 
warming of the planet could lead to 
a global temperature increase of 5° 
Celsius by the end of the century, 
putting the world "nowhere near on 
track" to avoid the worst impacts of 
the climate crisis.  
 
 

Greta Thunberg arrives at COP25 in Madrid 
"I sincerely hope that COP25 will lead to something concrete and it will lead to also to an 
increase in awareness in people in general and that the world leaders and people in power 
grab the urgency of the climate crisis because right now it doesn't seem like they are,"  
BUT The BBC reports that “Little obvious progress is being made on the central question of 
raising countries' ambitions to cut carbon”. 
 
Carbon Budgets   - 14th Global Carbon Budget  - Released 5.12.19 

The carbon budget for the world, countries or institutions is simply how much CO2 is 
produced (emissions) compared with how much CO2 is absorbed (sequestered). This 
amount is called the carbon footprint. The figures in the diagram below are in Gigatonnes  

 

Global emissions for 2019 are predicted to hit 36.8 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO₂), 
setting yet another all-time record. This disturbing result means emissions have grown by 
62% since international climate negotiations began in 1990 to address the problem. The 
figures are contained in the  

The burning of coal continues to dominate 
CO₂ emissions and, despite a small 0.5% fall 
in emissions, coal was responsible for 40% 
of all fossil fuel emissions in 2018, 
followed by oil (34%) and natural gas 
(20%). The fastest growth rate of CO2 
emissions (2.6%) came from natural gas. If 
this rate continues the amount of CO2 
emitted from using gas would double in 27 
years (Doubling times are calculated by 
dividing 70 by the %, i.e. 70/2.6 = 27 
years). It seems impossible by 2050 or 

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/12/03/after-hottest-decade-records-began-wmo-warns-world-may-face-5degc-rise-centurys-end?cd-origin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://theconversation.com/global-emissions-to-hit-36-8-billion-tonnes-beating-last-years-record-high-128113?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%205%202019%20-%201479014046&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%205%202019%20-%201479014046+CID_d5f342958d6dfd01d078bb096a32b469&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=Global%20emissions%20to%20hit%20368%20billion%20tonnes%20beating%20last%20years%20record%20high
https://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/


earlier that we could have zero emissions (all energy from non-fossil, carbon-free sources). 
Zero carbon emissions by 2050 is what scientists conclude is needed to halt global warming 
at 2C above pre-industrial levels. Emissions from oil use are still growing at 1.4% a year 
which, if continued, means doubling every 50 years. 

The United Nations says the world must reduce overall emissions by 7.6% every year over 
the next decade to have a high chance of staying under 1.5℃ warming this century. The 
1.5℃ limit is at the upper end of the Paris goal; warming beyond this is likely to lead to 
catastrophic impacts. Presently, emissions reduction targets of nations signed up to Paris put 
Earth on track for a 3.2℃ increase. 

Friday 6.12.19 -350.org petition to stop subsidising fossil fuel producers - Please sign  

Tens of thousands march for climate justice in Spain and Chile, our governments meet for 
the COP 25 climate conference in Madrid. Many of them keep pumping billions into the 
fossil fuel industry each year, even as our world burns. Help us call on governments to stop 
giving our money to the fossil fuel industry and fund climate solutions instead. The only 
way that governments might listen is if thousands of us add our voices to this demand. 

https://350.org/ 
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