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500000 march in with Greta Thunberg in Madrid at COP25 Climate Summit 
 

Before taking part in a 500,000-
strong climate march in Madrid, 
teen activist Greta Thunberg spoke  
on Friday 6 November (School 
Strike Week 68) about the impact 
the global climate strike movement 
has had thus far and repeated the 
demand of the climate justice 
movement for global leaders to act 
with the urgency the planet's 
ecological emergency mandates. 
Speaking in Madrid, Spain—where 

COP 25 is underway—Thunberg called herself "just... a climate activist—a small 
part of a big movement" that needs even more activists to effect change.  
 
This is what she told reporters: "I sincerely hope that the COP 25 will lead to 
something concrete and that will lead to also an increase in awareness among 
people in general and that those in power grasp the urgency of the climate crisis 
because right now it doesn't seem like they are. Some people want everything to 
continue like now, and change is what we young people are bringing. And that's why 
they are trying to silence us. But that is just proof that we are having an impact, that 
our voices are being heard. This is the reason powerful opponents try so desperately 
to silence us. 

We have been striking now for over a year and still, basically, nothing has happened. 
The climate crisis is still being ignored by those in power and we cannot go on like 
this. It is not a sustainable solution that children skip school. We don't want to 
continue but would love some action from the people in power... because people 
are suffering and dying from the climate and ecological emergency today and we 
cannot wait any longer. A lot has been achieved. We have raised public awareness 
and we have created opinion and that is a big step in the right direction. But of 
course it's nowhere near enough. The CO2 emissions aren't reducing. They are in 
fact increasing. So of course there is no victory because the only thing we want to 
see is real action and real action has not been happening. So of course we have 
achieved a lot, but if you look at it from a certain point of view we have achieved 
nothing." 

https://twitter.com/ajplus/status/1203648533074763776 

https://case4all.wordpress.com/home/about/examples-of-glocal-action/
https://youtu.be/J_jtB9T_MnA
https://twitter.com/ajplus/status/1203648533074763776


Greta Thunberg is saying that, despite a sea change in public opinion and 
understanding about the climate crisis, no one with any true power at the U.N. 
climate talks seems to understand the urgency of this crisis. 
 
ON SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER THE COP25 SUMMIT HAS BEEN UNABLE TO CONCLUDE 
AGREEMENTS AMONG THE NATIONS ON HOW TO ACCELERATE AND FINANCE THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REDUCTIONS IN EMISSIONS AGREED IN PARIS AT COP 22. 
 
EU “moon shot” Zero CO2 emission target agreed (without Poland) 
On Thursday 13 December, the EU's new executive unveiled a €100bn (£84bn; 
$110bn) European Green Deal for the net-zero greenhouse gas emissions target. 
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen described it as Europe's "man 
on the Moon" moment. 
 
European Union leaders meeting in Brussels have agreed to make the currently 28-
member bloc carbon neutral by 2050. However Poland, which is heavily reliant on 
coal, remains opposed and has been exempted for the time being. European Council 
President Charles Michel admitted that it was more difficult for some countries and 
regions to adapt. He said the EU would continue to work to convince Poland to 
support the deal. Several eastern European countries wanted financial and other 
guarantees before they agreed to the EU cutting to zero its net amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions. The Czech Republic and Hungary were brought on board 
after assurances that nuclear energy could be included in the final mix.  [BBC, 
13.12.19] 

European Environment Agency Report 

Last week, the European Environment Agency’s State of the European Environment 
report highlighted the environmental challenges of unprecedented scale and urgency 
which the EU faces. While the initiative was generally welcomed by climate and 
environmental groups, some stressed the document’s shortcomings and problematic 
approach to economic growth. 

“Cosmonauts, Consumers and Your Future on Spaceship Earth” – Tychy 
Presentation 
 
120 students at L.O. im. L. Kruczkowskiego heard David Oldroyd’s presentation in 
English on the above topic on Thursday 12 December as part of their Science 
Festival. About 50 visual slides (mainly photos, cartoons and graphs) with a minimum 
of text focused on what lies ahead for young people and how we should become 
more like cosmonauts and less like greedy consumers to maintain our spaceship for 
the generations ahead. See four of the slides below from the presentation. The full 
set of slides is at https://case4all.wordpress.com/spaceship-earth-
workshops/workshops/ 
 
Twelve of the students asked to be added to the mailing list for this SEA-T newsletter 
which is now mailed to around 50 local recipients  
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More & more road vehicles
• 1970      250,000,000

• 2019   1,400,000,000

• 2050   2,500,000,000 (10x since 1970)

What unintended 
consequences?

 
 

Make concrete + dump CO2

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Not just more but bigger & bigger

 
 

More SUVs + bigger burgers = 
obese consumers (35% in USA)

 


