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Inadequate COP 25 Results in Madrid  
   
At least three things have changed since the famous Paris COP 21 Agreement in 2015: 
 
1. The science of global heating is now largely recognised as a potential catastrophe 
resulting from the impact of human activity and no longer denied; 
2. The participants at COP 25 agreed to agree new plans at COP 26 in Glasgow in December 
2020 for lowering the emission of greenhouse gases to zero by 2050; 
3. Many businesses & cities are now already engaged in lowering emissions of greenhouse 
gases despite the failure of national governments to do so. 
 
The meeting ran over into two extra days. Agreements to raise targets to lower emissions 
were made by only about half the nations meeting in Madrid. The representative from 
Tuvalu Island in the Pacific that is suffering from rising sea level, accused the nations 
blocking progress of committing ‘crimes against humanity’ because of the millions who are 
already being affected. These nations are big emitters such as Brazil, US, China, Australia.  
 
As the next item about Greenland shows, there is still a big gulf between political leaders 
and science in understanding how serious the current rate of global greenhouse warming is 
accelerating. It is to be hoped that civil society and diplomacy will now work over the year 
ahead to increase the pressure on world leaders before COP 26 meets in Glasgow.  
 
Bad news -new data from Greenland 
 
Ice is being lost from Greenland seven times faster than it was in the 1990s, and the scale 
and speed of ice loss is much higher than was predicted in the comprehensive studies of 
global climate science by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

That means sea level rises are likely to reach 67cm by 2100, about 7cm more than the 
IPCC’s main prediction. Such a rate of rise will put 400 million people at risk of flooding 
every year, instead of the 360 million predicted by the IPCC, by the end of the century. The 
scale and speed of the ice loss surprised the team of 96 polar scientists behind the findings 
based on 26 separate surveys of Greenland from 1992 to 2018, with data from 11 different 
satellites compiled by experts from the UK, Nasa in the US, and the European Space Agency. 
The findings – the most comprehensive survey yet of the ice sheet over the past few 
decades – were based on observations, rather than computer modelling. 

The IPCC is the gold standard for climate science, but some experts are concerned that its 
findings do not take into account the potential for “tipping points”, thresholds beyond 
which climate breakdown accelerates and becomes catastrophic and irreversible. 
 
A contrary view :  https://judithcurry.com/2019/12/14/the-toxic-rhetoric-of-climate-
change/#more-25488 – Curry expresses doubt about the use of computer models.  
 
BUT SEE BELOW EXAMPLES OF WHAT HAS ALREADY HAPPENED: 

https://case4all.wordpress.com/home/about/examples-of-glocal-action/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/sep/27/ipcc-climate-report-un-secretary-general
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/nov/27/climate-emergency-world-may-have-crossed-tipping-points
https://judithcurry.com/2019/12/14/the-toxic-rhetoric-of-climate-change/
https://judithcurry.com/2019/12/14/the-toxic-rhetoric-of-climate-change/


 

 
 



 
 


