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Why these newsletters? 
On 23 May 2018 SEA-T Newsletter 3 described started with: 
Aim: To explore  

1. common shared interest in ecological issues, including existential threats to the 
planet (Spaceship Earth) and  

2. how the SEA-T group can raise awareness and become active for promoting 
sustainable local living, global thinking and building psychological resilience in 
Tychy in times of global system stress. 

 
As editor of this weekly mailing to around 70 people, I am able, as a retired academic, to 
follow a wide range of sources, linked to me by contacts around the world. Many of these 
are not widely known by busy people who have to earn a living, study for qualifications or 
raise a family. All passengers on Spaceship Earth now have a shared interest in better 
understanding the stresses at a global level that will affect the planet’s future. Some of us do 
our best to pursue the aims stated above and the newsletter is one old man’s form of action 
driven by concern for the future. Some young people in Tychy are acting more directly on 
these aims. All are invited to share news of their efforts in this newsletter. 
 
Extracts from an article by David Roberts: - Limiting global warming to 1.5˚C is 
almost certainly not going to happen. Admitting this need not end hope. 

 

“No graphic I’ve ever seen 
better captures humanity’s 
climate situation. If we had 
peaked and begun steadily 
reducing emissions 20 years 
ago, the necessary pace of 
reductions would have 
been around 3 percent a 
year, which is ... well, 
“realistic” is too strong — it 
still would have required 
rapid, coordinated action of 
a kind never seen before in 
human history — but it was 
at least possible to envision. 
We didn’t, though. Global 
emissions have only risen 
since then. Humanity has 
put more CO2 in the 

atmosphere since 1988, when climate scientist James Hansen first testified to 
Congress about the danger of climate change, than it did in all of history prior. 

Now, to hit 1.5˚C, emissions would need to fall off a cliff, falling by 15 percent a 
year every year, starting in 2020, until they hit net zero. That’s probably not going to 

https://case4all.wordpress.com/home/about/examples-of-glocal-action/


happen. Temperature is almost certainly going to rise more than 1.5˚C. A lot of 
climate activists are extremely averse to saying so. In fact, many of them will be 
angry with me for saying so, because they believe that admitting to this looming 
probability carries with it all sorts of dire consequences and implications. Lots of 
people in the climate world — not just activists and politicians, but scientists, 
journalists, and everyday concerned citizens — have talked themselves into a kind of 
forced public-facing optimism, despite the fears that dog their private thoughts. 
They believe that without that public optimism, the fragile effort to battle climate 
change will collapse completely. 

 the level of action and coordination necessary to limit global warming to 1.5˚C 
utterly dwarfs anything that has ever happened on any other large-scale problem 
that humanity has ever faced. The only analogy that has ever come close to capturing 
what’s necessary is “wartime mobilization,” but it requires imagining the kind of 
mobilization that the US achieved for less than a decade during WWII happening in 
every large economy at once, and sustaining itself for the remainder of the century. 

Emissions have never fallen at 15 percent annually anywhere, much less everywhere. 
And what earthly reason do we have to believe that emissions will start plunging this 
year? Look around! The democratic world is in the grips of a populist authoritarian 
backlash that shows no sign of resolving itself any time soon. Oil and gas 
infrastructure is being built at a furious pace; hundreds of new coal power 
plants are in the works. No country has implemented anything close to the policies 
necessary to establish an emissions trajectory toward 1.5˚C; many, including the US 
and Brazil, are hurtling in the other direction. 

But the idea that hope lives or dies on the chances of hitting 1.5˚C is poisonous in the 
long-term. Framing the choice as “a miracle or extinction” just sets everyone up for 
massive disappointment, since neither is likely to unfold any time soon. As climate 
scientist Kate Marvel put it, “Climate change isn’t a cliff we fall off, but a slope we 
slide down.” Every bit makes it worse. No matter how far down the slope we go, 
there’s never reason to give up fighting. We can always hope to arrest our slide. 

Exceeding 1.5˚C, which is likely to happen in our lifetimes, doesn’t mean anyone 
should feel apathetic or paralyzed. What sense would that make? There’s no magic 
switch that flips at 1.5˚C, or 1.7, or 2.3, or 2.8, or 3.4. These are all, in the end, 
arbitrary thresholds. Exceeding one does not in any way reduce the moral and 
political imperative to stay beneath the next. If anything, the need to mobilize 
against climate change only becomes greater with every new increment of heat, 
because the potential stakes grow larger. 

Given the scale of the challenge and the compressed time to act, there is effectively 
no practical danger of anyone, at any level, doing too much or acting too quickly. The 
moral imperative for the remainder of the lives of everyone now living is to 
decarbonize as fast as possible; that is true no matter the temperature. No one ever 
gets to stop or give up, no matter how bad it gets.”  

https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2020/1/3/21045263/climate-
change-1-5-degrees-celsius-target-ipcc 
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