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Could Tychy follow this example? 
 

Luton town council (urząd) in south east 
England officially declared a climate 
emergency on 13 January and activated a 
plan to become carbon neutral by 2040. 
With a population of 215000 it is almost 
twice as big as Tychy and also has a popular 
airport. Luton Borough Council hopes to cut 
carbon emissions from homes and cars as 

well as London Luton Airport. Labour councillor Tom Shaw, portfolio holder for the 
environment, said the council could charge cars for driving into the town centre. Mr 
Shaw said the council had been "working alongside" Extinction Rebellion in 
compiling the plan. "The airport has been told that by 2040 they've got to be carbon 
neutral and we expect them to come up with their own plan," he said. 
 
Environmental activist Jeremy Williams writes: I live in Luton and have been working 
on this over the last few months, along with many other local citizens, activists, and 
council staff. Members of the local branch of Extinction Rebellion have been outside 
Luton Town Hall every Friday. We've held protests and marches in the town centre, 
met with the council and sent letters. We've taken part in meetings and given 
feedback on the plan, and we will be part of a climate change forum taking place 
next month. 
 
It would be unfair to say that Luton’s announcement is because of direct action in the 
town, because there are so many dedicated people who have been working on the 
climate agenda for years. But we have certainly put it on the agenda, made it 
impossible to ignore, and helped to empower those in the council who work on 
climate change. 
For more details read Jeremy’s blog: 
https://earthbound.report/2020/01/14/luton-declares-a-climate-emergency/ 
 
 
Could Poland do this? 
 
Five days before Christmas the Dutch Supreme Court ruled that the country’s climate 
targets were not stringent enough. It ordered the government to slash CO2 
emissions much more deeply than it had planned – or is capable of doing without 
radical measures – and to do so by the end of this year. 
https://notesfrompoland.com/2019/12/17/what-does-polands-exemption-from-the-
eus-climate-ambitions-actually-mean/ 
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In The Netherlands, the Dutch Supreme Court has ruled that the government must 
act immediately to protect its citizens from the deadly effects of the climate crisis. 
While this success within the legal system is the first of its kind, it will hopefully not 
be the last, as other governments and courts wake up to the scale of the problem. 

On December 20th the Dutch Supreme Court chose to uphold two lower court rulings 
legally obliging the Dutch government to take action to protect its citizens from 
climate change. The ruling will reverberate around the world as the case – the first 
of its kind – has since inspired others, some of which are still progressing through 
their countries’ legal systems, including one in the US. 

The Urgenda Foundation, a Dutch climate solutions NGO, gathered 886 ordinary 
Dutch citizen co-plaintiffs and issued their first summons in 2013. In 2015 a district 
court ruled that the Dutch government was obliged under civil law to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by between 25 and 40% by 2020, due to numerous 
documents it had signed to that effect at international meetings. The government 
appealed, but in 2018 the appeals court not only upheld the decision, it ruled 
the government is also obliged under the European Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR), to protect its citizens from harm due to dangerous climate change. 

The government appealed again, taking the case to the Supreme Court of the 
Netherlands in The Hague. This latest ruling is the end of the road and means the 
Dutch government must reduce emissions by at least 25% compared with 1990 
levels, by the end of 2020. The win is hugely significant, as it signals the legal 
arguments used are sound, and 47 states are bound by the ECHR. 

The Dutch government did little to try to meet the 2020 target until the 2018 appeals 
ruling. It has since begun closing one of the country’s five coal power plants and 
launched new subsidies for renewables and energy-saving measures. Emissions 
have so far only fallen 15% from 1990 levels, leaving a big gap, but Urgenda has 
published a plan, in collaboration with over 700 other organizations, setting out 50 
measures the government can take to meet its legal obligations to protect its citizens 
from the climate crisis. 

These cases, and others against corporations and investors, “are creating a 
burgeoning toolkit of environmental jurisprudence,” said Urgenda co-founder, 
Marjan Minnesma, writing in Nature last month. “Together, these serve notice on 
contributors to the world’s still-growing emissions that their inaction is no longer 
defensible.” 

Microsoft says it will go 'carbon negative' by 2030 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/16/tech/microsoft-climate-pledge-2030/index.html 
The tech giant said Thursday it will seek to remove more carbon than it emits by 2030. "While the 
world will need to reach net zero, those of us who can afford to move faster and go further should do 
so," Microsoft's president Brad Smith said in a statement. "We will fund this in part by expanding our 
internal carbon fee," added Smith, referring to the $15-per-metric-ton tax that all of Microsoft's 
business units pay based on their emissions. The fee, which was instituted in 2012 and nearly doubled 
last year, will be broadened to include indirect emissions from activities such as manufacturing, 
business travel and the electricity customers may use on its products. 
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