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Temperature in Antarctica has exceeded 20C for the first time,  

Researchers logged a temperature of 20.75C on an island off the coast of the 
continent on 9 February 2020. The continent also hit a record last week, with a 
temperature reading of 18.3C on the Antarctic Peninsula. This latest reading was 
taken at a monitoring station on Seymour Island, part of a chain of islands off the 
same peninsula, at the northernmost point of the continent.  

According to the UN's World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), temperatures on 
the Antarctic continent have risen by almost 3C over the past 50 years, and that 
about 87% of the glaciers along its west coast have "retreated" in that time. Over the 
past 12 years the glaciers have shown an "accelerated retreat" due to global 
warming, it adds.  Last month was also Antarctica's warmest January on record.  

The previous record for the entire Antarctic region - which includes the continent, 
islands and ocean that are in the Antarctic climatic zone - was 19.8C, logged in 
January 1982. Scientists have warned that global warming is causing so much 
melting at the South Pole, it will eventually disintegrate - causing the global sea level 
to rise by at least three metres (10ft) over the coming centuries. 

Last July, the Arctic region hit its own record temperature of 21C, logged by a base at 
the northern tip of Ellesmere Island in the Canadian Arctic. 
 
A useful web-site 
 
https://climateoutreach.org/ - a rich source of materials and links from a website 
claiming to be Europe’s leading climate change commumicator. 
 
Spaceship Earth – a Pale Blue Dot 
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Thirty years ago, a spacecraft turned back to Earth for one last look. 

The resulting photo, known as “Pale Blue Dot,” {pictured lower right] isn’t much to 
look at—until you stop and really think about it. It inspired in the astronomer Carl 
Sagan these words: 

“Look again at that dot. That’s here. That’s home. That’s us. On it everyone you love, 
everyone you know, everyone you ever heard of, every human being who ever was, 
lived out their lives.” 
 
Neptune, Uranus, Saturn, Jupiter, Venus, and Earth, as seen by Voyager Spacecraft 
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